
 

TSES PTA General Membership Minutes 
February 7, 2019 

 
In attendance: 
Casey Otten  Nancy Thompson  Paul Linkins  Jeannine Andrews 
Doni Ernst  Alexa Chestnut  Heather Merson  Sarah Mugo 
Cyndi Freeman  Chuck Scudder  Damon Blackman  Leah Raszewski 
Stephanie Reid  Cassie Cooley  Lucia Regna  Ingrid Delespierre 
Adrien Harrison   Megan Williams  Arlette Garcis Gill   
       
 
Call to order:  7:01 pm 
Confirm membership quorum (12): Quorum was met. 
 
Principal’s Report 
 

● Thank you for the concert accompanist, apples and quotes in staff mailboxes, and all 
the fundraisers to support our school, staff, and students. 

● Information was shared on restorative justice in education .  At TSES this means 
students and staff work to create a just and  equitable learning environment; nurture 
healthy relationships; repair harm and transform conflict.  There is a focus on repairing 
and restoring relationships (beyond a simple apology).  At home you can be present 
when they are talking to you, listen first then react when they share about what they did 
wrong, and give kids time to process what went wrong and the necessary next steps. 

● Policy 8010: Grading and Reporting Elementary School is being updated with changes 
to learning behaviors rolling out next school year.  Standards based reporting will begin 
2020/2021 for K-3, 2021/2022 for grade 4, and 2022/2023 for grade 5.  This means we 
are moving away from traditional letter grades and towards reporting how a child is 
progressing on specific grade-level standards. 

● Ellicott City Soccer Club partnership: 20 TSES kids will participate in their  Get on the 
Bus program.  They will participate in weekly practices and games, get weekday 
transportation to practice, and jerseys for free.  Thank you Tim Ryerson! 

● St John Baptist Church partnership:  Details are still being worked out, but details are 
forthcoming as they attempt to support our students through mentorship.  Thank you 
Reverend Turner and the SJBC Board of Trustees. 

● Read With Me partnership: Free books each month will be mailed to kids ages birth to 4 
years 11 months.  Families need to register, so ways to get the word out (and fill out the 
forms) were discussed.  Nancy will attempt to get a spanish translation of the form as 
one was not provided by Read With Me.  Only for TSES families, so we need to be 
careful with community advertisements bc of close proximity to SFES. 

 
Officers’ Reports 
 
President 

● The are no proposed changes to the  bylaws from the most recent edits made three 
years ago.   

 

 



 

Vote to approve the Talbott Springs PTA Bylaws: 
 
Stephanie Reid motions to approve the TSES PTA Bylaws as revised and published as of 
2/07/19. 

Sara Mugo seconds. 
All members in favor; Motion carries. 
 

● National PTA School of Excellence certification is still in progress.  The surveys will go 
out again at the end of April.  The more responses the better for our application.   

● The National PTA is proposing to raise dues from $2.25 to $3.75 per member, to offset 
a decline in their memberships.  Typically TSES collects $10 per person for a TSES PTA 
membership, and then we pay out a portion to the Howard, MD, and National PTA’s. A 
$1.50 increase per person would impact our budget.  We would possibly need to 
increase to $15 per person to cover the loss (especially because of hardship 
memberships).   Parents are encouraged to provide feedback about how an increase 
will impact them  at  https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/membership-dues#form 

 
VP Fundraising 

● Most recent fundraisers were Pie Five and Skyzone  Still awaiting totals and checks. 
● Tino’s restaurant night is March 5th.   We will collect a portion of ALL sales ALL day. 

(No flyer needed) 
● Grottos restaurant night is April 3rd from 4-9pm 
● Looking to schedule a restaurant night at On the Border for May 
● A purse BINGO committee needs to be formed.  Currently Adrien, April, and Alexa are 

looking at venues.  The volunteer spreadsheet will be consulted and possible volunteers 
contacted. 

 
VP Special Events 
 

● BINGO Night was approved for the end of this month.  Set-up will be just the daily 
lunch arrangement.  BINGO is free. 

● Spring Dance is final event and themes are being investigated. 
 

Secretary 
 

● The vote for the January minutes is tabled to March. 
● Alexa will send direct links for each secretary report, rather than just place in the shared 

folder. 
 
Treasurer 
 

● Current balance is $6167.52 
● Property taxes are due in April and Michelle is working on them. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 

 

https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/membership-dues#form


 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

● Funding request from Maureen Hylton to charter a third bus for a third-grade weather 
field trip to Camden Yards for up to $150. In past years only two busses were needed 
so this request will help keep overall field trip costs down for families. 

 
Casey motions to approve the funding request for up to $150 to charter a third bus for the 
third-grade weather field trip to Camden Yards from the  school project enhancement fund. 

Cyndi seconds. 
Motion carries. 

 
● A three person nominating committee needs to be selected to secure interest for 

positions on the PTA next school year.  There are several vacancies on the Executive 
Board, which must be filled (per our bylaws) in order for the PTA to continue. 

 
Casey motions to nominate Alexa Chestnut, Cassie Cooley, and Alex Reid for the nominating 
committee for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Adrien seconds. 
Motion carries. 

 
 

● Chuck Scudder from Sleep in Heavenly Peace was in attendance at our 
meeting.  He has founded a local chapter to help provide twin-sized beds for 
families in need, specifically focusing on the 21045 area code.  This January 
they had their first build day and provided 21 beds for families in our area. 
There is an application process and then beds are delivered and assembled for 
3-17 year olds.  Families can apply for themselves or others can apply for them. 
There is currently a need for fundraising to raise money to buy the beds.  When 
this funding is secured a date will be selected for the next community build. 
Bedding (sheets/comforters, etc) is not an area of need.  If people want to 
donate, the best route is to go to the website and “sponsor” a bed, mattress, or 
bedding etc.   

 
donate: weblink.donorperfect.com/md-howardco 
email:  MD-HowardCo@shpbeds.org 
 
 
Committee Chair Reports 
 
Communications:  NA 
 
Community Outreach:  Getting ready to send out information on  Valentine’s for the teachers. 
The PTA staff diner for 2/14 is also underway. 
 

 



 

Cultural Arts: Looking to do a drama activity next year. 
 
Faculty Representative: NA 
 
Hispanic Liaison:  She continues to reach out to community and invite to events and 
meetings.  Hoping to stress our two upcoming free events (BINGO and Spring dance). 
 
Hospitality: NA 
 
Membership:  NA 
 
Oakland Mills Education Rep:  Reading Recovery will mostly be cut from the HCPSS budget. 
There are replacement programs that have shown better results and provide opportunities for a 
more specific purpose.  A concern Casey has heard raised by families is what is the 
replacement plan to ensure equity?  Many families are upset that world language and the ESM 
model were cut from our neediest schools with that they saw as little to no transparency 
People wished there was greater notification to allow for greater discussion before the vote.   
 
PTAC:  WatchD.O.G.S (Dads.Of.Great.Students): The “Top Dog” from BBES is looking to 
expand the program.  Nancy is willing to bring the program back, but it is dependent on 
consistent volunteers.  There would need to be a leader at the school level.  Damon is 
interested in investigating the possibility of bringing it back to TSES.  WatchDOGS may also be 
an opportunity for the church that is interested in volunteering to get involved. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  NA 
 
Yearbook: The yearbook cover contest will be announced soon and centered around the 
theme, INSPIRE. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  8:31 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 
 

TALBOTT SPRINGS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Administrator Report 

February 7, 2019 
 
Thank you! 
Concert-accompanist 
Apples and quotes 
Fundraisers to support our staff and students ☺ 
 
Information: 
Restorative Justice in Education 
Definition: Facilitating learning communities that nurture the capacity of people to engage with 
one another and their environment in a manner that supports and respects the inherent dignity of 
all (From The Little Book of Restorative Justice in Education)  
Key Beliefs: Human beings are worthy; Human beings are interconnected with one another and 
with the world.  
What this means at TSES: Daily goals for staff and students: 
Creating just and equitable learning environments; Nurture healthy relationships; Repair harm and 
transform conflict. 
How parents can assist children with restorative practices 

● Be fully present when listening to children. 
● If a child does something that is wrong, listen first, react second.  
● Allow your child to process what went wrong and what needs to happen next time. 
● If there is a relationship that needs to be healed, facilitate a discussion that allows for a 

relationship to be restored so that all involved can move on with dignity 
 
Policy 8010: Grading and Reporting-Elementary School 
Professional Learning Day-February 5, 2019: One of the activities we worked on was providing 
input on the Learning Behaviors for the new Elementary School Report Card. Learning Behaviors 
will be added 2019-2020. Grades PK-3 will begin standards based grading 2020-2021; Grade 4 
2021-2022 and Grade 5 2022-2023 
Major Categories of Learning Behaviors: Demonstrates Interpersonal Skills; Demonstrates 
Responsibility; Demonstrates Perseverance; Demonstrates Collaboration; Demonstrates Initiative. 
 
Partnerships:  
Ellicott City Soccer Club:  Partnership withDeep Run Elementary and Talbott Springs Elementary. 20 
TSES students will participate in soccer lessons and games as part of the Ellicott City Soccer Club 
Get on the Bus Program. Our thanks to Tim Ryerson for his vision and his welcome. 
 
St. John Baptist Church-Partnership with Talbott Springs Elementary. Details are being worked out 
to figure out best areas for support. Our thanks to Reverend Turner and the SJBC Board of Trustees. 

 



 

 
Read With Me: Partnership with Bright Minds (The Howard County Public Schools Educational 
Foundation). Program is in affiliation with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Free book each 
month is mailed to families with children from birth to age 4 years 11 months. We are exploring 
ways to get the word out to the community through student registration, advertising at apartment 
complexes, advertising at the grocery store and other nearby locations.  
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

Talbott Springs Elementary PTA Committee 
Monthly Report 

 
Committee Name:  FUNDRAISING Chairs:  Adrien Harrison 

Report Date:  2/5/2019 Committee Members:  N/A 
 

 
Summary of Committee activity:  

Restaurant Nights Scheduled: 

● 3/5/2019 – Tino’s Italian Bistro 

● 4/3/2019 – Grotto’s Pizza 4:00-9:00 

● **Requested 5/15/19 at On The Border** 

Chipotle Night in September earned us $125.68 

Chick Fil A Night in October earned us $398.64 

Bertucci’s Night in November earned us $164.40 

Cheeburger, Cheeburger Night in December earned us $159.64 

Craft Night Santa Shoppe earned us $187.10 

Pie Five Night earned us **TBD** 

SkyZone Night in February earned us **TBD** 

Coupon Book 

● We have sold 20 so far, that is a profit of $200.00 

Yankee Candle  

● Total Earned as of 11/15/18 - $1,474.60 

Trot for Talbott 

● Sold one magnet, $5.00 

BINGO Night 

● Working to get a date set during the week of April 29, 2019. 

 

Hours – 2 Hours 

 



 

Talbott Springs Elementary PTA Committee 

Monthly Report 

Committee Name:  SPECIAL EVENTS Chairs: April Wilde & Alexa Chestnut 
Report Date:  2/7/18 Committee Members:  N/A 

 

Finance Report:  

Family BINGO  

Budgeted: $350.00  Advance:  $0.00  Spent: $0.00          Returned:  $0.00 

Spring Dance  

Budgeted: $250.00  Advance:  $0.00  Spent: $0.00          Returned:  $0.00 

 

Summary of Committee activity: 

Family BINGO  (February 26, 2019) 

● Building use was approved 
● Time frame will be 6:30- 8pm in cafeteria, using regular lunch set-up. 
● Prizes will be purchased.  
● Everyone plays for free.  Extra boards will be for sale for $1. 
● There will be a consolation prize for all kids 

 

Spring Dance (April 26, 2019) 

● Building use was submitted 
● Possible themes are being investigated 
● DJ has been secured (Tony from the past 2 years)b 

 

Volunteer Hours for Special Events Committee: 

1/10/19- 2/06/19 
 2 hours 

   

 



 

Talbott Spring Elementary PTA Committee Monthly Report 

February 2019 
Committee: Community Outreach  Chairpersons: Doni Ernst, Heather Merson, Shari Grue 
 
Report Date:  February 7, 2019 
 
Committee Members: Doni Ernst, Heather Merson, Shari Grue, Sean Watts 
 

Finance Report: 
A.  Scholarships for field trips, etc. for needy families. Budget $700.00. 
B.  Holidays, (Thanksgiving and Christmas), provide food baskets for needy families. 
Budget $400, $170.60 spent. 
C.  Provide toys and winter hats, scarves, and gloves for needy students during winter. 
D. Green Apple Day of Service, to support the U. S. Green Building Council to provide 
service projects to make our schools healthier and more sustainable places to learn. Budget 
$100.00.  
E.  Blessings in a Backpack provides food items to needy students over the weekend days 
when they are not in school.  Budget, $200.00. 
 Budgeted Total:  $1,400.  
 
Summary of Committee activity: 
The Savoy Team and their charity Just One Kid continue to provide and pack food bags again 
this year for our Blessings in a Backpack program.  We will pass them out on Fridays to 
approximately 42 students per week. Extra bags were sent home with each student over the 
Martin Luther King weekend. 
We continue to receive a monthly food donation from UUCC (Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Columbia).  We use this to supplement the Just One Kid bags.  
The additional three benches, which are being donated by Michael Clancy as part of his Eagle 
Project, will be installed at a later date. 
We will continue to collect new hats, gloves, and scarves through the winter months when 
needed.  They will be distributed to our TSES students and families as needed. 
We are looking forward to learning more about Sleep in Heavenly Peace and how we can help 
as a committee. 
 
Volunteer Hours:  4 hours 
 
 

   

 



 

Talbott Springs Elementary PTA Committee 
Monthly Report 

Committee Name:  HOSPITALITY  Chair:  Carrie Garbart 
Report Date:  2/13/2019  Committee Members:  

  

Financial Report:  
Staff Appreciation Apple and Note 
Budgeted: $50.00   Advance:  $0.00   Spent: $82.46  Returned:  $0.00 

Summary of Committee activity: 
Staff Appreciation Apple and Note : 

●      PTA purchased 11 Bags of Apples to distribute to each staff member on 
1/25/2019 
●      Note of support/appreciation created and attached 

Junior Achievment Day Lunch (cancelled) (twice) 
●      Subway Order placed for JA lunch. Unable to cancel food order, already 
prepared by the time JA cancelled.  

  

Volunteer Hours for Hospitality Committee: 
 
01/01/2019- 02/13/2019 
7 hours  
 
 

 


